
We often use the proverb “Charity begins at home” but what 
does it mean? 

Charity is the voluntary act of helping those who are in need and those who are less fortunate than 
oneself. This help is given usually in the form of prayers, money, love and kindness.  
 
To be such a generous person; the proverb “Charity begins at home” mean one must first learn to 
love, care and make adequate provision for his or her own family. In other words, you must first take 
care of the needs of your family before others. If you won’t, who will? 
 
Nevertheless, this does not mean that you should only care for or look after your own family and 

close friends. Although, often the loved ones are taken for granted, when they should be your 

number one priority. Once you have taken care of the needs of your loved ones, you also learnt how 

to help others.  So, one should never forget what “Charity begins at home” is all about. 

 

Secondly and sadly, I must impart this unpleasant news and to personally, solicit your generosity to 

help a deserving Brother Knight in difficulties. He is SK. Bruce Doucette, PGK, DW, of District 66.  I 

have known Brother Bruce for over 10 years. A faithful and dedicated Knight; as Grand Knight he 

earned a triple Star Council Award. In the last two years, as District Warden, he was highly 

instrumental and assisted in opening two new councils; 16762 and 16983 which he is the Charter 

Grand Knight. Charity as the first principle of our Order is dear to his heart and he has tirelessly 

helped those less fortunate than himself in many life difficulties. 

 

As no one is immune from any such misfortunes; today, Brother Bruce has fallen a victim himself of 

these unfortunate circumstances. He now needs our fraternal assistance and support so that he 

could help his son, Shawn Doucette, who is struck with a rare form of cancer and requires large 

financial aid for his treatment. I’ll let Bruce’s family and Shawn himself describe the situation and 

latest update. https://www.gofundme.com/shawn-doucette-medical-expenses 

 

Brother Bruce certainly needs our help and support in any way we can offer; especially, our prayers. 

Financial contribution would be most appreciated, but this is not the only source of aid. There are 

many forms of supports and aids such as: air miles donations for air tickets, coupons and vouchers, 

mini-fundraising ideas to name a few. My appeal is to help in whatever kind that we feel comfortable 

and deem beneficial to the cause. This is a long-drawn-out process of at least two years, so let’s 

help whatever we can, however we can and whenever we can.  As an example, my wife and I have 

pledged an amount and have given several posted checks and our ongoing prayers. Monetary 

contributions are always useful, and no amount is too large nor even a loonie or two is too small. 

This reminds me of a proverb I leant as a kid in primary school; “little drops of water and tiny grains 

of sand that make the mighty ocean”. 

 

For further information and contributions, please contact:  

SK. Bruce Doucette at (613) 791-1778; email: bg.doucette@sympatico.ca 

 

Vivat Jesu! 
 
SK. Ben Ho, FDD, PGK.  
OSC: Territory Membership Warden #2 
Knights of Columbus  
Res:  613 830-5815 Cell: 613 796-5815 
Email: Benho.tmw2koc@gmail.com 
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